Report on Eyre Auto Group Interstate sidecar challenge and the Sandhill Shootout for Solos at Roxby Downs Speedway on 4.5.02

A large enthusiastic crowd at Roxby Downs Speedway witnessed an excellent nights racing on 4.5.02. The sponsor Ian Barbour from Eyre Auto Group opened the meeting at 7.30 and the national anthem was ably sung by Michelle Akers and racing got underway.

Event 1 was heat 1 of the sandhill shootout for solos and like all events that followed except the finals was a 4 lap scratch event, from the 1st corner Mathew Wethers cleared away from the group closely pursued by Ashley Watson, Joel Parsons from NSW and Arlo Bujea, Watson appeared to tire and was over taken by both Parsons and Bujea positions stayed the same till the end with Matt Gray falling on lap 2 

Positions 1st Wethers 2nd Parsons 3rd Bujea 4th Watson Time 1.06.54

Event two was the first heat of the sidecars which saw the pairings of Troy Davies/ Anthony Hien, Peter Wyles/ Matt Muldoon & Shane Evans/ Matt Ackland all from SA come up against Nugget Hobbs / Dean Kearvel from Vic. The riders all lined up in front of the eye catching Eyre Auto Group Girls as was the case for all the sidecar races Wyles got the jump at the start but was overtaken by First Evans and then Davies in a breathtaking move around the outside through turn two on the 3rd lap Nugget Hobbs had clutch problems which were to plague him throuout the night 

Positions 1st Evans/ Ackland 2nd Davies/Hien 3rd Wyles /Muldoon Time 1.07.22 A new track record for Roxby Downs Speedway the previous one being 1.09.93 set by Justin Plaisted/ Sam Harrison in February 1999.

Event 3 The first heat of the flat track saw Port Pirie riders Dave Footner and Jim Casey line up against Randall Waugh from Roxby Downs and Rob Kemenyvary from the Opal mining town of Andamooka who was ably supported by a double decker bus load of supporters from the local Opal hotel in the town, from the start Footner showed his years of experience by drawing away from Casey and Waugh with Kemenevary recovering from a bad start to finish 4th
Positions 1st Footner 2nd Casey 3rd Waugh Time 1.12.91 a new record as flat trackers had not raced on this track before

Event 4 2nd heat of sidecars saw Wyles/ Muldoon the Mathews brothers and veteran competitor Don Morris / Keith Simpson from Adelaide line up against Matt Bell from Vic with local Roxby flat track rider Gavin Cunningham riding passenger for the night. An all the way win for Wyles from Morris and the Mathews brothers with Bell withdrawing with electrical problems.

Positions 1st Wyles/ Muldoon 2nd Morris / Simpson 3rd Mathews/ Mathews Time 1.07.20 which broke the record set 2 heats previous by .2 of a second the riders were revelling in the excellent track conditions 

Event 5 2nd heat Solos again Wethers pulled away over the race distance riding way beyond his age of 17 years from the closely dicing pack behind him to post another victory again from Parsons and Bujea and a fast finishing Watson. Wethers certainly appears to have a big future in the sport.

Positions 1st Wethers 2ND Parsons 3rd Bujea Time 1.06.51

Event 6 heat 3 of the sidecars saw the Mathews brothers come up against Local Roxby Favourites Dave Kuerschner/ Ray Rawlings and Robert Kemp/ Brenton Dwyer from NSW with reserve Dennis Todd/Brenton Schilling from Adelaide replacing Shane Evans whose bike refused to fire. Kuerschner/Rawlings got the start from the Mathew’s brothers and Todd / Schilling who overtook the brothers on lap two placing’s stayed the same till the end a popular victory with the crowd to the two locals. Positions 1st Kuerschner/Rawlings 2nd Todd / Schilling 3rd Mathews / Mathews Time 1.09.58 

Event 7 2nd heat of the flat track had Dave Craig come up against fellow Roxby Downs riders Rob Trice and Gavin Cunningham as well as Rob Kemenevary from Andamooka. Cunningham got the start from a duelling Trice and Kemenevary who had a great dice over the entire race distance with the Andamooka rider eventually getting the better of Trice on the last lap. Dave Craig was never far behind in fourth place. Positions 1st Gav Cunningham 2nd Rob Kemenevary 3RD Rob Trice Time 1.14.56

Event 8 heat 4 of the sidecars had defending Roxby titleholder Wayne Herne/Peter Burton from Mildura Victoria against Rick Howes / Adrian Commens from NSW and Don Morris/Keith Simpson & Shane Evans/ Matt Ackland from Adelaide. Herne was riding his distinctive sounding Suzuki V twin engined Machine. From the start Howes got the jump from Evans and Herne who tried as hard as he could to recover from a terrible start, lap two saw Evans pull off a blinder of a pass around Howes going into turn 1&2 on lap two placing’s stayed the same till the finish a top race and the crowd were loving every minute of it.

Positions 1st Evans/Ackland 2nd Howes/Commens 3rd Herne/ Burton

Event 9 Heat 5 of the sidecar challenge had Don Morris/ Keith Simpson line up again with Roxby locals Kuerschner/Rawlings & Hobbs / Kearvel from Vic & Lyall/ Milstead from NSW Lyall jumped best from Kuernschner and Hobbs & Kuerschner giving Lyall a couple of shunts on the 2nd lap. Kuerschner eventually got past but had crossed the infield to do it but Lyall fought back around the outside going down the main straight for the 3rd time, Kuerschner went wide coming out of turn 2 after again coming underneath Lyall and hit the sandtrap which surrounds the track at Roxby Downs and flipped the bike with both him and passenger Ray Rawlings being thrown off. Rawlings suffered some bruising and Kuerschner walked away unscathed.

The race was restarted after the ambulance left the circuit Lyall taking the rerun from Hobbs AND Don Morris 3rd
Positions 1st Lyall/Milstead 2ND Hobbs/ Kearvel 3RD Morris / Simpson Kuerschner / Rawlings were excluded for causing the accident and would have also been excluded for cutting corners earlier in the race.

Event 10 3rd heat of the flat track had Pirie riders Dave Footner and Jim Casey against locals Cunningham & Trice. In a close race Footner got the better of Cunningham with Casey 3rd and Trice a close fourth. The local’s riders on their MX bikes were slowly coming to grips with the track and were having a great time.

Posions 1st Footner 2nd Cunningham 3rd Casey  No Time

Event 11 Heat 6 of the sidecars Dennis Todd/Brenton Schilling replaced the injured Kuerschner/ Rawlings team and came up against Troy Davies/ Anthony Hien Victorians Herne/ Burton  & Matt Bell / Gavin Cunningham. Herne again missed the start and found himself having to round up both Bell & Todd but could make no impression on race winner Davies/ Hien who crossed the line in another track record breaking ride with a time of 1.05.53 taking nearly 1.5 seconds off of the previous time. Bell and Cunningham had engine trouble and had to withdraw on lap 2

 Pos 1st Davies/ Hien 2nd Herne/ Burton 3RD Todd/ Schilling Time 1.05.53

Event 12 heat 3 of the solos again saw Mathew Wethers come out on top of Joel Parsons and Arlo Bujea and noticeably Scott Chandler and Matt Gray were getting quicker as the night wore on not being that far behind the placegetters at the completion of the race.

Pos 1st Wethers 2nd Parsons 3rd Bujea Time 1.07.09

Event 13 Heat seven of the sidecars had Robert Kemp/Brenton Dwyer from NSW against Wayne Herne/ Peter Burton and Nugget Hobbs/ Dean Kearvel from Victoria SA being ably represented by Peter Wyles and Matt Muldoon. Kemp got the start and led all the way in a convincing display from Herne and Wyles who battled for 2nd place over the entire race distance in a exciting display of sidecar racing that had the crowd cheering, Wyles eventually getting the better of Herne and Hobbs again had clutch problems. Kemp who admits to being around 50 certainly gave his younger rivals something to chase in an excellent ride.

Pos 1st Kemp/Dwyer 2nd Wyles/ Muldoon 3rd Herne Burton Time 1.08.63

Event 14 Fourth heat of the flat track had Andamooka’s Rob Kemenevary against Roxbys Dave Craig, Phil May & Rob Trice. Trice got the jump from a closely following Kemenevary and May with Craig never far of the leading bunch.

On the 3rd lap Kemenevary went under the leader into turn 3 to the roars of the bus load of supporters and held on to take the race from Trice and May.The Andamooka rider was starting to revel in the conditions 

Pos 1st Rob Kemenevary 2nd Rob Trice 3rd Phil May Time 1.19.40

Event 15 heat 8 of the sidecars saw Hobbs / Kearvel and Bell/ Cunningham from Vic against Howes/Commens from NSW and SA was represented by the Mathews brothers. Howes led from the start and was never headed finishing in front of Bell and Hobbs.

Pos 1st Howes / Commens 2nd Bell/Cunningham 3rd Hobbs Kearvel Time 1.06.12

Event 16 heat 9 of the sidecars had Victorians Matt Bell/ Gavin Cunningham against NSW riders Rob Kemp/Brenton Dwyer & Colin Lyall/Michael Milstead SA being represented by Shane Evans/Matt Ackland who took out the race in fine style in a battle for the entire 4 laps with Kemp & Lyall the crowd again appreciating the excellent racing. Bell / Cunningham were 4th over the line

Pos 1st Evans/ Ackland 2nd Kemp/Dwyer 3RD Lyall/Milstead Time 1.07.63

Event 17 Fifth heat of the flat track again had Kemenevary with Roxbys Waugh &, Craig & Piries Jim Casey. Casey got the start and led for the fist three laps while behind him Waugh & Kemenevary diced the latter eventually getting the better of Waugh and on the last lap last corner Kemenevary went up the inside of Casey in a nice move and held it to the finish the bus on the hill was shaking with delight.

Pos 1st Kemenevary 2nd Casey 3rd Waugh Time 1.18.69

Event 18 heat 10 of the sidecars had the NSW riders Kemp/ Dwyer and Howes/Commens against SA riders Davies/ Hien & Morris / Simpson

Howes got the start from Davies & Kemp but Davies rode underneath Howes on lap 1 in the back section of the D shaped track and was never headed from that point Howes and Kemp duelled with each other over 2nd place with Howes eventually taking it.

Pos 1st Davies/Hien 2nd Howes Commens 3rd Kemp / Dwyer Time 1.05.47

Another new track record to the pairing from Nairne in the Adelaide Hills 

Event 19 Heat 4 of the solos Mathew Wethers again dominated this race from Parsons and Bujea and Watson not far behind in 4th followed by Gray and Chandler.

Pos 1st Mathew Wethers 2nd Joel Parsons 3rd Arlo Bujea Time 1.05.92

Event 20 Heat 11 of the sidecars Todd/Schilling again replaced the injured Kuerschner/Rawlings and came up against Lyall/ Milstead From Vic & Howes Commens from NSW and Adelaide rider Peter Wyles/Matt Muldoon

NSW rider Lyall overtook Wyles on the 3rd lap in a move that had the crowd on its feet placing’s stayed the same till race end 

Pos 1st Lyall/Milstead 2nd Wyles/Muldoon 3RD Todd/Schilling Time 1.08.73

Howes was excluded for crossing the outside of the track 

Event 21 heat 6 for the flat trackers saw Port Piries Dave Footner against Roxbys Gavin Cunningham, Rob Trice & Phil May. Footner got the start closely followed by Cunningham forther back to May & Waugh. Cunningham stalked Footner looking for a opening for two laps when suddenly the Pirie rider went wide coming out of turn two on the 3rd lap Cunningham dived underneath and held on till the finish refusing to back off until he had crossed the line. The race of the night from the flat track boys who were having a ball.

Pos 1st Gavin Cunningham 2nd Dave Footner 3RD Phil May Time 1.12.99

Event 22 Heat 12 of the sidecars saw three of the fast boys against each other With Davies/ Hien Lyall/Milstead & Herne/Burton and the Mathews brothers from Adelaide Lyall again got the start from Herne and Davies who set about rounding up the pair in front of him first taking Herne down the back section on lap two and then Lyall coming onto the start finish straight for the 3rd time with a blinder of a inside pass. Pos 1st Davies/Hien 2nd Lyall /Milstead 3rd Herne Burton Time 1.05.17

Another new track record time set so late in the program speaks volumes for the track maintenance team of Trevor Summerton on the grader assisted by Andrew Harvey on the water truck, Haydon Bone on the Roller and Tom Hannigan on the mesh. All did an excellent job.

It was now the duties of the scorers to tally up the points and decide the top four pointscorers to go into the Sandhill Shootout for the Solos and the Eyre Auto Group Interstate sidecar challenge 

Event 23 the final of the flat track over 6 laps the riders were Andamooka’s

Rob Kemenevary Roxby Downs’s riders Rob Trice, Phil May & Randall Waugh, &Jim Casey & Dave Footner from Pirie.

From the start it was Footner from Cunningham and Casey with Kemenevary in fourth but making up ground on Casey. Footner was comfortable in front from Cunningham who tried everything but was unable to make any impression on the leader, Kemenevary was sizing up Casey and got by on the 4th lap again the bus was cheering.

Placing’s 1st Dave Footner 2nd Gavin Cunningham 3rd Rob Kemenevary No Time

Event 24 The final of the Eyre Auto Group Sandhill Shootout for Solos the top four riders were Wethers Watson Bujea and Parsons from NSW

From the start it was wethers who rode on over the 6 lap distance to take the trophy from Parsons and Bujea with Watson 4th in a new record time for 6 laps of 1.40.8

Event 25 The big one with the top 4 Davies/Hien Evans/Ackland & Wyles/ Muldoon from SA against Lyall/Milstead from NSW. It was a bunched start into turn 1 and Wyles went infield & out of the race leaving Lyall in front from the ever closing Davies and Evans a very close third on the 4th lap Lyall ran wide coming out of turn 4 and Davies pounced and took the lead which he held until the finish.

Pos 1st Davies / Hien 2nd Lyall/ Milstead 3rd Evans/Ackland Time 1.41.57

A new 6 lap record time.

Event 26 was the winner of the raffle for a ride on a sidecar as passenger which was won by Susie Alsford who gamely put on some leathers and went for the ride of her life with Peter Wyles for 4 laps even getting down and getting a huge cheer from the crowd.

